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FIREFIGHTING AWARDS 2011 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.09 am]: Last Sunday I had the 
pleasure of attending the 2011 firefighting awards, which recognised the outstanding achievements of our career 
and volunteer firefighters over the past year. In 2010–11, Western Australian career and volunteer firefighters 
responded to more than 28 000 incidents, resulting in an average of 79 incidents per day. This included bush and 
structural fires, petrol spills, vehicle fires, rescues and hazardous material incidents. The job that our firefighters 
do is extremely courageous and brave and, for that, the WA community is exceptionally grateful.  

WA is a large and diverse state and one that has had its fair share of disasters over the last 12 months. The 
devastating bushfires that impacted the Karnup, Lake Clifton, Red Hill and Roleystone–Kelmscott areas were 
underscored by the tireless efforts of firefighters. Teams of firefighters helped York and Northam residents in 
January when a damaging storm tore roofs off homes and brought down trees and power lines over a large area 
of the Wheatbelt. Finally, career firefighters travelled to Queensland and New Zealand following the devastating 
floods and earthquakes in a bid to help locals get back on their feet. These are only a few of the many examples 
that highlight the dedication of our firefighters towards helping people in need. Recognising the achievements of 
our firefighters is one way of showing our appreciation for the undertakings of these respected men and women 
who put in so much to prepare for and respond to emergencies and help communities to recover from 
emergencies.  

The following individuals were honoured at Sunday’s ceremony. The career fire and rescue service award was 
won by Andrew Hinton from Maddington Fire Station. The volunteer fire and rescue service award was won by 
the Roleystone Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service and Phil Van Der Merwe from Merredin Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Service. The Murray Lang bush fire service award was won by the Roleystone bush fire brigade. Finally, 
the youth achievement award was won by 20-year-old Cody Woolhouse from Mount Barker Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Service.  

I would like to pay tribute to Cody Woolhouse in particular, who gave a very touching acceptance speech and 
revealed that he was battling an aggressive form of cancer. Cody’s commitment to his local brigade, the Mount 
Barker Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, is nothing short of inspiring. Despite his health battles, he is still 
committed to helping his fellow volunteers in whatever capacity he can. In return, his colleagues are giving him 
as much support as they can, which I know is of great comfort to Cody. This is what teamwork is all about, and 
it is a true reflection of the kind of people we have as our emergency service volunteers in this state—just truly 
selfless, generous and kind-hearted people, who are there for their fellow team members as well as the 
community. On behalf of the government of Western Australia and the community, I congratulate this year’s 
winners and thank them for their commitment towards keeping our community safe.  
 


